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Lo AL the [inal sessions of the meetings between oil company -orficiels and
representatives of the Comite de Trabajadores Petrolercs Pro Contrato .Unico
in Caracas, it was reported that COPEI and Union Republicana Demoeratica _
(URD) representatives took the lead in demanding acceptance of the conbrant
26 presented by the labor groups. The Commumist and Accion Demoeratica (AD)
groups stayed in the background., Following the end of the discussions,
Hugo Soto Socorro, AD leader, told ome of the o0il officisls that he knew
the terms asked hy the labor groups were impossibleo '

Z: On 16 March it was reported that a synbolic strike had been called by URD
labor leaders at Cardon, Stale of Falecon. The walkoul was scheduled for =
20 larch 1951, but company officials -doubted-the possibility of its o
materializing then or later. Mo strike handbills were known to havs been
distributed in the oilfields, although rumors of sboppages had beecn reported
in other I'ields. o

2514

Le Discussions among labor, msnagement, and the govermment were suspended ou
1% ltarch 1991, 0Oil company officials stated dhat the labor groups refused to
make any offer of compromise from their basic demand and thiat this negative
approach had boen taken for the purpose of foreing the government to issuc _
a decree setiling the dispute and stating the terms. All political parties
wouwld theoretically benafit, as the government and any. political party 1t
might sponsor would be subject to attack on their handling of the problem,

Z, Dettlement by decree vould allow the labor groups to rcopen the matter by
later repudiating the settlenent, Hewever,. oil company officials believe. ‘
that the individual workers in most areas will aceept the increased benefits
avarded them and will not participate in any strikes at this time. Trouble
would probably occur in areas vhere thére is strong union control, ‘such
as la Concepcion and Cabimas, but government forees would probably be strong
enough’to prevent prolonged strikes, ) .
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